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Twice Married and. Twice Divorced, Won the
Old Millionaires Affection and Turns Up Witt

a "Will" That Gives Her His Estate
. * * » ...
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Mil AXAJIDA THOMAS bt|U bar oareeru a ohonu girl.
But ib« ha* enacted more raaUy MMwitic part* ainoe
aba left the itofi than sh« did during her brief footlight

experience.
On thia page to day is told one of the biffaly dramatio epi¬

sodes in the life of tbe lata Theodora ?. Shonfs a sweetheart.
Bhonta and Amanda bad toured America and Enropa together and
had been on most intimate terms in New York for several years.
and all this time Aomnda was the wife of Herbert Thomas. For
tome reason 8honta and Amanda suddenly decided in the early
part of 1914 to set the stage for a divorce from Mr. Thomas-

Thomas had moved to Boston, and it was in that city the
scenes of Amanda's divorce drama were enacted. 7or nine long
weeks her detectives trailed Thomas, and as the trap waa ready
to be sprung word was sent to Mrs. Thomas, and Amanda hurried

orer to Boston to play the leading part At the olimax of the
tragedy. At tba door of tba apartment waa forcad opan Amanda
mada a apaoUcul&r entrance into tba room and, enacting tba.rola
of tba Wronged Wifa, ihouted:

"Yon dirty man!"
Turning to tba embarraased young woman to tba Apitlmrat,

Mra. Thomaa, with melodramatic effect, Mid:
"Do yon know tbat Herbert Thomaa ia a married man, and

tba father of ft child?"
And then, returning to tha protection of h'er rich admirer,

8honta, the pair*went to Europe for tha Summer. In tba Fall
Amanda got her final divorce decree.

Did the Shontt money pay for Mr*. Thomaa'a divorce, aa it
did for Amanda'a other expenses all those years, Mra. Sbonta, tba
penniless widow, would like to know.

CHAPTER XVII.
(Cepyright, 1920, by International Future tsrylee, IftC.)

(Continued from*Last Sunday)
WHAT has becoine of the Shonts millions?

If the handsome fortune which Theodora P.
Shonts recently possessed has slipped out of

his hands into the lap of Mrs. Amanda C. Thomas.will
she be permitted to keep it while the widow of Shonts
lives in poverty!

In Ihrce separate lawsuits Mrs. Sho&ts'. lawyers,
.udge Wan-en Dixon and George W. Files, are endeavor-
<<u to ti .tee the missing millions and get them back again,
these thvee legal actions are:

(1) To get possession of the Shonts furniture and per*
aonal belongings which Mrs. Thomas has seized and put
in storage.

^2) To have Mrs. Shonts reinstated as administratrix
Iter husband's estate instead of the close personal

friends of Mrs. Thomas, and,
(3) The suit for one million dollars damages against

Mrs. Thomas for alienating the traction magnate's affec*
tions.

Mrs. Thomas denies all of Mrs. Shonts's charges and
is fighling hard to hold her grip on the Shonts property.
Many questions Mrs. Shontss lawyers want Mrs. Thomas
to /nswer, but she has delayed, resisted and avoided va*
rious efforts to summon her to court to explain things.

It was remarked last Sunday that Shonts and Amanda
were on most intimate terms in New York, and were

travelling about Europe together for years while Amanda
was still the wife of Herbert-Thomas. Shonts met the
Thomas woman in 1906 and soon deserted his family, and
year after year became more and more closely tied tip
with Mrs. Thomas.but it was not until 1914, eight years
\ater, that Mrs. Thomas bothered to get a divorce from
Mr. Thomas.

The meeting of Amanda, the choru* girl of the
"Mam'selle 'Awkins" company, and the nineteen-year-
old high school boy, Herbert Thomas, was told quite fully
in these columns last Sunday* Amanda was then married,
tut she quickly got a divorce and married the Thomas
boy, who was a millionaire New York banker's son.

But in 3907 the Wall Street panic completely cleaned
opt the fortune of young Thomas and his banker father.
TJiis made very little difference to Amanda, apparently.
She had met Shonts in 1906. If h^r young husband, Her¬
bert Thomas, was practically penniless, she managed to
thrive in comfort and luxury just the same; although hef
husband >contributcd not a dollar to her support.

In view of the relations of Shonts and."my friend
Amanda" the story of Amanda's divorce from Mr.
Thomas is extremely interesting. The court records of
New York were so heavily weighted with judgments
against young Thomas for clothes, etc.; . purchased and
never paid for bv' Amanda that he took up residence- in
Boston. It was in Boston, therefore, that evidence would
have to be sought against Thomas for his wife's divorce
suit.

It took no 'iiile lim\ money and expense to get to¬
gether the evidence. Where did the money come fromf

fn 11*14 Amanda had no apparent, means of support
or income, so far as Mrs. Shonts can find out. She had
not beer, living vith her husband and had not received
a dollar from him in eight years (just the length of time
she had known Shonts). And Amanda was not working.

Where did the money come from to pay the expense#
of Mrs. Thomas's divorce suit, Mrs.. Shonts wants to
know. It was qufte an elaborate and -expensive cam¬

paign of defectives, lawyers, affidavits, etc., and finally,
in the last act, Amanda herself comes on the scene and
with melodramatic effect plays the part of wronged wife.
Amanda, herself a married woman, leaves her rich sweet¬
heart, Shonts, long enough to run over to Boston as the
detectives close in on Herbert Thomas, and in righteous
indignation shouts:

"You dirty man!"
It was a dramatic climsx in that room in that Boston

nparfment which hsd taken a lone time to work up. It
all told very fully in the divorce evidence. Tbs

. f
dramatia peraonae who got together the evidence for Mra.
Thomas are:

The Wronged Wife Mra. Herbert F. Thomaa
Friend and "Social Secretary" of Wronged Wife,

Louise Yeoman
Chief Detective of Wronged Wife. .William H. Benjamin
Firat Assiatant Detective Detective Turner
Second Assistant Detective Detective Durea
Third Aaaiatant Detective..., .'.Mra. Benjamin
Wronged Wife'a Brother John J. Caakie

(Employe of 8hont»'a Interborough)
Witneaa for Wronged Wife Fannie L. Beala
Witness for Wronged Wife Lena J. Fives
Witness for Wronged Wife Alice J. Mitchell
Lawyer for Wronged Wife Mr. Barnea
The "Dirty Man" * Mr. Thomaa
Judge. Feferee, Commissioners, the Woman in the Caae,

the Offending Husband'a Lawyer, etc., etc., etc.

It was in April, 1914, that Amanda began her suit
to get rid of her husband, Herbert Thomaa.

In the papers which started the action is an affidavit
.worn to by Benjamin, the detective, in which ho says he
was engaged in February, 1914, to run down the evidence
against Amanda's husband. Detective Benjamin hopped
on . train that day and went over to Boston, where he
took a room at the Quincy House. For nine long weeks
Detective Benjamin patiently trailed Herbert Thomas
around town, night and day, following him to theatres,
hotels, apartments, pool rooms, etc. If Herbert went out
of town Detective Benjamin pursued him on his trips.

And then follow a bunch of affidavits from Amanda's
little army of sleuths, friends,- relatives and other inves¬
tigators apd evidence-getters.

The Judge appointed a referee to hear the testimony
in the case, and the referee held ft hearing on June 12,
1914.

One after another the little army came forward and
gave their testimony or their depositions were offered.

William H. Benjamin, chief of the detective forces,
explained how he located Herbert Thomas at an apart'
ment house on Columbus avenue, in Boston, on February
19, and with correct Sherlock Holmes instinct went and
engaged a room in the house as near as possible to young
Thomas. Every time Thomas left the house the sleuth
followed him. He tells of trailing Thomas night and day,
and watching him eat, drink, work and amuse himself.

Herbert Thomas appears to have gone about his busi¬
ness and to bave taken his evenings for amusement.

Among the various episodes Detective Benjamin men¬
tions one evening when Thomas and two other young
men were eating in a Chinese chop suey parlor, they made
the acquaintance of some young women and withdrew to
the privacy of some eurtaincd booth. To the sorrow of
Detective Benjamin the party remained for several hour*
screened from view behiud the curtains.

And so for more than nine long weeks.for exactly
.ixty-four long days and nights.the chief detective pa¬
tiently followed Thomas, waiting outside of places where
he did not dare enter and questioning persons as to who
was inside with Thomas. He trailed him along in and out
of the Crown Cafe, Voting's Hotel, Hotel Plaza, Boston
Gardens, National Theatre, Clarendon Hotel, General
Post Office (especially window T of general delivery),
Hinckley & Co., Navarre Cafe, Loew's Theatre, Hunting-
ton Avenue Theatre, Palace Billiard Rooms, Massachu¬
setts Fire Insurance Building, James Theatre, Minerva
Cafe, Adams House, South Station, New Castle Apart¬
ments, Boston Commons, Quincy House, Beacon Theatre
and on business trips to Providence, B. I., Cambridge and
East Boston.

Detective Benjamin tells how he rented a room di¬
rectly over the room Thomas occupied, and spent many
hours with his ear riveted to the hot air pipe, which the
detective said carried conversation in Thomas's room to
the detective'8 room on the floor above. In this way, also,
he could hear Thomas moving about and hear his door
close, and thus knew when Thomas left his apartment

On one occasion the detective tells of hearing through
the hot air pipe the sound of voices in the room below.
Ha! one was a feminine voice! The noise indicated that
Thomaa and his fair companion were about to leave the
room, so Detective Benjamin tiptoed out into the hall
and down the stairs to follow them, whem to his chagrin
Benjamin found ha waa a moment too soon and ha ran

plumb into Thomas and his companion. The lady was a

little nervous and turned to go back to the room. The
detective says Thomas reassured her and said that there
was nothing to be disturbed about.

But immediately after that Thomas moved to new

apartments on Massachusetts avenue. Benjamin, through
the hot air pipe,- knew what was up and followed Thomas
to bis new address.

Weeks had been going by and Detective Benjamin had
apparently not been getting the real hot stuff that was

wanted. So a new person appears on the scene. It was
Louise Yeoman, one of Mrs. Thomas's servants, a very
garrulous and a very busy person.

When the Yeoman woman stepped off the train from
New York she picked up the reins of authority very
quickly. It was on April 12, 1914, that Yeoman got on

the job. She held a quick consultation with Detective
Benjamin, learned of the change of address of Thomas
and at once secured a room for herself on Massachusetts
avenue, directly opposite the house where Thomas had
moved. She would do a little amateur sleuthing for
Amanda. A diagram, with distances and angles of visi-
bility. sworn to, showing the position of houses, windows,
peep holes, ctc., was.introduced in Louise's testimony.

In characterizing the various parts of this little di¬
vorce drama it is probable that Louise Yeoman's part
would be called the comedy part. Her garrulous chatter
and funny little loquacious trivialities introduce a quality
of unconscious humor in the sombre melodrama of
Amanda and her second divorce.

"1 was in a Childs restaurant." Yeoman aays in de¬
scribing her first day of trailing Thomas in Boston, "eat¬
ing buckwheat cakes, which I am very fond of." Thomas
appeared from the house across the way, and Louise, mak¬
ing a hasty settlement of the bill, hustled out on to the
sidewalk and down the street hot foot after the unsus¬

pecting Herbert Thomas. Whether Louise was compelled
to leave uneaten any of those buckwheat cakes she forgot
to mention.and this seems to be about the only thing
related to her connection with the case that is not fully
and volubly gone into in minute detail.

According to the Yeoman woman's testimony she
glued her eye to the window of her room in the house
opposite the building where Thomas had his apartment,'
and on the very first day was rewarded by seeing a woman
in the Thomas apartment.and the female was in a "cor¬
set cover"! Not only this, but the creature was brushing
her hair. That there might be nothing of the episode left
unrecorded for the Judge to ponder, Yeoman completes
the detail of this vision in these words:

"And I said to myself that Lthought she had beauti¬
ful hair.it was chestnut, brown hair."

The chief detective,'Benjamin, started work in Feb¬
ruary. The Yeoman woman arrived on the job on April'12. And on April 20 Mr. John Caskie steps off the train
In Boston and joins the forces of evidence collectors.
(This man Caskie was Mrs. Thomas's own brother, and he
wa» "an adjuster" for the Interborongh Rapid Transit
frdm New York. Did Shonts get Brother John his job
with the Interborougb and then loan him to Sister
Amanda, at the expense of the Interborougb, to work up
her divortc case?

According to Brother John's testimony, he and De¬
tective Benjamin followed Herbert Thomas around for
several days, chiefly watching him in restaurants.

But for some reason it was necessary to call up re¬
serves. Detective Benjamin. Lady's Maid Louice Yeo¬
man and Brother John Caskie were not quite equal to
the job. Two more detectives were called in.Turner,
and Durcn. Turner rented a room back of Thomas's on
the same floor Duren was set to work watching.

With Herbert Thomas watched in front by Louise
Yeoman and in the rear by Detective Turner and with
John Caskie on patrol in the street below and Durcn on

post, Detective Benjamin found time to hunt up some
odds and ends of affidavits to help things along.

He secured a sworn statement from Fannie L. Beals,
the housekeeper at the Columbus avenue apartment, She
had seen a woman visit Thomas, and on one oecasion
Thomas and some lady friend "playfully" invited her
out to dinner with them.

Detective Benjsmin also hunted up a woman named
Lena J Riv«s, « milliner, who u«tifi«d that she had a

Flashlight photograph
of the

Beaumont Sisters and
the shapely and

lively chorus of the
"Mam'selle "Awkins"

Company.
Mrs. Thomas was a
member of this chorus,

and at that time
was known as

Jeanne Caskie or
. Red Top."

President Shonts at the time
he and Mrs. Thomas were
travelling around Europe and
America together, but Amanda
had not yet secured a divorce

from Herbert Thomas.

Simple pose of Mrs. Tho
room n^ar the buildin
where Thomas had hi.
apartment. From he
window, she declared, ah
was able to see a fcmal
figure in underwear
Herbert Thomas's room.

Still another woma
was dug up, a Mn». Alice
Josephine Mitchell, wh
had apartments with he

husband on the floor below Thomas a( the Columbus ave

nue address. Mrs. Mitchell once served as a sort o

latchkey for Thomas and some woman friend one nigh
when Thomas unfortunately had forgotten his own ko
and was compelled to ring the bell. Mrs. Mitchell al
thought she had heard "pet names" on the floor abov
On another occasion she was watching her husband play
ing solitaire in their rooms, and there whs perfect silence
when.a pair of shoes, one after another, dropped on th
floor, and then A SECOND PAIR OF SHOES DROPPE
ON THE FLOOR ABOVE!

Mrs. Mitchell remembered this significant occurrenc
of two pairs of shoes dropping in a room where only on
pair should have dropped, and woke her husband out o
his study of the game of solitaire by saying, "Well,
guofis they're in for the night."

And at this point in the testimony an interesting thin
devaloped. Mrs. Mitchell remarked that iht was not na


